
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Surre 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICUANB,, JR.

,*>

March 15,2007

Vernon A. Williams, Secretary _
Surface Transportation Board '""' '-••'- • 'Q"
Case Control Unit, Suite 713
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001 /

He: STB Docket No. AB~6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company-
Abandonment Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed please find an original arid 1C) copies of the Verified Notice of
Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 for filing with the Board in the above-referenced
matter.

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,100.00 for the filing fee.

EENrTEHfcD
:tt of PrboaedtagiB

MAR IS 2007

Very truly yours,
7

?S1

Sudney L. Strickland, Jr. • ffi
A ttorneyfor BNSF Railway* tompatty
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION
IN" SWIFT COUNTY, MN

DOCKET
(SUB. NO.

.£•'

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 CF.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive
P.O. Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR
ELIZABETH E. WATTE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W.,
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

dttonwysjar BNSF Railway Company

MAR i s 2|)fl7

DATE FILED: March 15,2007
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN SWIFT COUNTY, MN

DOCKET NO. AB-6
(SUB. NO, 449X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY (BNSF) ("Applicant") files this Verified Notice

of Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152 Subpart F- Exempt Abandonments

(49 C.F.R. 1.152.50) for BNSF to abandon a rail line that extends between Engineering

Station. 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near Appleton in Swift County,

Minnesota (the "Line"), a total distance of 0.54 miles.

The Line is depicted in a map that is attached to this Notice as Appendix 1.

Responses to 49 C.F.R, S 1152.50(dM2);

I. Proposed consummation date for the abandonment.

The proposed consummation date of this abandonment will be at least 50 days

from the filing date of March 15, 2007, which is May 4, 2007.

II. Certification required in 49 C.F.R. § U52.50(b)

The required certification is attached hereto as Appendix 2.

III. Information required by 49 C. F. R. § 1152.22(a)(l-4), (7) and (8) and (e)(4),

(a) General

(1) Exact name of Applicant.
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BNSF Railway Company (BNSF).

(2) Whether applicant iv a common carrier by railroad subject to 49
U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

Applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C.

Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

(3) Relief sought (abandonment of tine or discontinuance of service).

BNSF' seeks to use the class exemption from Surface

Transportation Board approval authorizing the abandonment of the

Swift County Line specified above.

(4) Detailed map of the subject line.

See Appendix I.

(7) Name, title and address ofrepresenfative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent:

Sidney L. Strickland., Jr.
Sidney Strickland And

Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street, N.W.
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

Attorney for BNSF

(8) List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line
traverses.

The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Code 56208.

(eX4) Statement of whet her (he properties proposed to be. abandoned are
suitable for other public purposes* including roads or highways,
other forma of mass transportation, conservation, energy
production or transmission or recreation, if the applicant is aware
of any restriction on the title to the property, including any

SJ'B Dedut N*. AB-6 (StA. A'*. 449X)



reversionary interest, which would affect the transfer of title or the
use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed,

The properties of the proposed abandonment appear to be

appropriate for other public purposes. Based on information in our

possession, there are no federally granted rights-of-way within the

corridor. Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be

made available promptly to those requesting it.

IV. Level of Labor Protection.

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor

protective conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line &R Co. -

Abandonment - Goshen, 360 LC.C. 91 (1979).

V. Certification that Applicants have complied with the notice requirements of 49
C.F.R. §§ t152.50(̂ (1) and 1105.11.

The required certifications are set forth in Appendix 3 to this Notice of

Exemption.

VI. Environmental and Historic Reports.

A combined Environmental and Historic Report is attached to this

Notice of Exemption as Appendix 4.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)



Respectfully submitted,

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive
P.O. Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

^ELIZABETH E. WAIT/'
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
305GK Street, N.W.,
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATE FILED: March 15, 2007

STB Docket No. A B-6 (Sal). No. 449X)



APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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APPENDIX 2

Certification Required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.5(t(b)



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(bi

I, Susan Qdom, t>emg duly sworn depose and state that, as Manager, Network Strategy in
wr

'•q|i .B

the Network Development "department of the BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"), 1 am

authorized to make this verification, and that I have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and

know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated to the best of my knowledge,

information, and belief.

In accordance with 49 C.F.R.§ 1 L52.50(b), I hereby eertiiy that, with respect to the line
r •

which'is the subject of the Notice of Exemption filed in Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 449X), no

local traffic has moved on the line for at least two (2) years prior to the date hereof. Also, any

lbvefrhead traffic handled on the Line will be rerouted. Further, no formal complaint filed by a•* '' ..... ....i-j i- ̂  * * **
•"l,w -'-' Y-""""1

user of rait 'service on the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such

user) regarding cessation of service over the Line either is pending with the Surface

Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant

within the two-year period.

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of BNSF by the undersigned after due and

careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge,

information, and belief of the undersigned

Manager, Network Strategy

Subscribed and sworn to
before me the t& day of 2007.

SP*.«K

••*• ' *SP* '" >ll "•" 42 •*. % v^ .-
^. \ ^°F^



APPENDIX 3

Certifications that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice
Requirements of 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(d)(l) and 1105.11



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d}(l), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No, 449X) was mailed via first
class mail on March 2,2007 to the following parties;

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place E., Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

Military Traffic Management Control
Attn: Railroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard, #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Recreational Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW
Washington D.C. 20240-0001

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of Hie Forest Service
4th Floor N.W., Yates Building
201 14th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Robert J. Rickert
Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Dated March 15,2007



CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBL1CATION.REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 49 CF.RJL 1105,12

The undersigned certifies that a "Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service" was

published in the form prescribed by the Board for out of service abandonment

exemptions. The notice was published one lime in the following newspaper of general

circulation in Swift Comity,, Minnesota: Swiff County Monitor-News. Publication of the

notice was accomplished on March 14, 2007. A copy of the publication is attached.

#'/ '"
ssociates, PLLC

L. Strickland, Jr.
Strickland and Associates

3 050 K Street, NW
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
Phone:(202)338-1325
Fax:(202)295-3854

STB Docket Ao. AB-6 (&& N& 449X)



03/14/2867 12:26 328-843-3246 MONITOR NEWS PAGE 81

CREDITOR WTH1N THE T ME PRONGED QV
LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BV THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY ttlVffN. dial neftuM has
occu<r«f in conci'lions of th» following

ortgija
DAT OF MORTGAGE.; iy a-*, 2003

i.i*g;iarcr pu
Jea^alta Afltgaaro, r-uibard and wife.

MORTGAGEE; Community F

Bank ftfca Ben* »f t"» Wtst.
AND PLACE OF RECORDING:

July 30. 2063, S*ih Cow
OocumewNo 21*421,.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE: NONE
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OP PROPERTY:

Situated in lh» Coww^ of Swift aria Slate o'
Minnesota All iMil part of W» northeasl 1W of
1N» northwest M of Section 5. Township 121
nonfi. range 38 w«st, described as follows, to-
wll1. CO«*mB!\cf<a at tf* ftorthwaet esjrw a< (stock
numbered 12. tynn Park Add-on to Benson:

cnca north 23 aegises esat 1B5.2 fee( to the

Screes e*ot 1 45.2 lew: ihante aasi 23 degrees
sculh a?4 real BI'KJ 6 Incnes to cue iwtri ana
BOUlh ouartsrlfne: thence Ssuta along the north
and South quarts; lintr 153 faei; thsnce *»sl
33 dagrtJSS north .ijStoei and ^0 inches to the
Disc* ol tHtyirtrting. ccw-ttininp 1 , 1 6 sews more
or l&ss.

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 15 LO-
CATED: Swill

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL, AMOUNT OF MORT-

AMOUNT OL)£ AND CLAIMED TO &E DUE
AS OF DATE OF NOflCe. IMCIUO'NG TA.XES,
IF ANV. PAID 8V MORTGAGEE' 520,802,25

Thai ptior to in« commtncemen! of this
proceeding Mortgagee'

as I't-ijiiirert by steiuie; Thst no
scuon of Brace«d'ng nas bm&n msWvKKJ' ai taw
or olhBrwtair to r ecaw |h« oeousWfca "y said
menaage, sr any pan ftw*or;

PURSUANT w the sower ol eala coiiainett in
aeid rnonea^o, the srx>«« deacnced mopeny will
Oc sold by tN( Sfiscit* of ssio eovnfy as foflow6:

DATEANDT1MEOF SAVE: ApTlM&. 2QQ7 gl
10:00 AM

PLAC£ OF SAtE: SnonrTs Office, (.aw En-
iorcamenl Canifci. Benson, MN

to pay the dubi ih&i secured fv eaid Men-
g«S». and taws, if any, on sa'o O'trrriiBeB, and the
costs ft"d dishWiemanis. incigdirtfl attorneys'
fees allowed by igw 8uBj«ct 10 retfftifijrttort wuhfn
six (6) months frgrri tn* tiaie o< *»rrf sale by l*ie

. theif

MOHTQAGOR;SJ wpieA^Sic PROM
FINANCIAL, OeLIGATiON ON MORTGAGE:
No/19
•THETIWE «.1A.OWEO 6V LAW P0« REDEMP-
TION BV THE MOFfTQAGOR THS MORT-
GAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
Oft ASSIGNS. WAV BE REDUCED TO FJV6
WEEKS IF A JUDICWL OSOER is ENTERHD
U.-J0ER MINMESOTA SWUTES. SECTlQN
S82.032, DETERMINING, AWOMG OTHER
THINGS. THAT THE MORTGAGED PftEM-
(S6S ARE IMPRQWOWTH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF less THAN FIVE UNITS. ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED 1W AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AMD Aftfc ABANDON ED."
0«(?g: 2/S3/OT

BmnX u' (ttft West
Mnrtaagoe/Asstonae of Mortgagee

bSSET 4 WCiNGARUCN P.L.l,.P.
By: Paul A, Weingsfderi

o' Mort-

s. MN
(952) 925-6686
60-694

A COMMUNICATION FftCM A DEBT
COLLSCtOR,

PUBLIC NOTICE
Residents of B*n?on are WSby mxilhtd Ihsl

in accc'ekmee wiih Sectiwn 93.13,-of ihe Ordi-
nance Cod* of ae"BD>n an *«etJ« diw grass 415
decl»«s3 (o fie a ^JW«; nyt&aw,fl it ihey a^» at-
tawsd W afow ID ;> hfciyhi or 12 incfia;: yr «rtoce-

rne cwriBr stvail oosie of or avert sucn
nyssene* on th&'n ofW^r »-^o ofl ^» 'an^
ouTBid* We ifaveled fjofion »' th« s're»i OF al-
lay atwrttina on tuch er^pftriy of if<fc
cause a*io iweeas d» gr«i&W$ to »e
at the &tpo,t»e or.fJiB ortnfti aid if up
c^«^g« for *ucn worK will tfu rnfufle s special as>
3«ssmerit tgaiiist Ifift prooefly concerned and
GOliflcWd wito (he ta^ea No further not** to the
p^psrtv o*net «n#it be ritttft^Mfy acceding W
ihe Orainance.

...v w .W.J.JWM.^-H MVA ONAN/QNAF.
55,'6SeC, oowor «4nslorm«rt. MS W to 13.8
Y/f ,97 kV witn LTC and icceawrtflS,

The above nqufjjmant ahaif t)« in accordance
with too spectf>£al>on» smd propo&wi term of
contract fiow on lie in the City Offices of said
CiV 0* Benson. Minneiuitw. by Mt iwferenc*
matfe a uel t**r«ot, a* wpygti tully «tt nut ano
incorporated hweir».

AJfpiaa ihall ba marie on bid fo'ma *urmi*i»d
By (he engirtaar and ahe'i l>i accompanied oy
tw3 security tri [he torn of a e*irt>«d chad) or
QIB bond, mafia rwyabJe to the City of B»n»cn,
in (hs amount of tan pa/cwil (itKjo'W* Bid.
whion Security b&cam« in* property o'tfw City
of BecrtMn in th««v«nltti«»ucc9«ifui6idcNwfiwl»
W «mor into B conflict and potl a

-
poBBJ forms and aoscifioatkMvi tot imlMdual uaa
ma^ obtain thflm from iti« offic* o^ D»W»W GrBnl
RechBft ana As5oci»i«» Company, Engino*"*,
Reck Rapids, Iowa, l*l8phor»{Ti2) 473-253t.
lax (7i2) 472-2710. w»bslt» »ww.d(jm«l com,
«-mai| daffffidgmBt.Dsm, no deposit fflflLiifiXJ.

Payn^nl to we Supplier r<>r (h» equipmant
Khali tie mad*f on thu baai* 4' one hundnid par-
wm (100%) erf the bane bkl (<w itt« *qoipmant,
within 30 Oay* of rftcalOt of lh« »quipm«n| in
acceweW* candluon, fi«W tAabng, teat f«pgfta.
ana nn«J drawitg& ae nwtit1»d by Ihfl Engineer,

calculated penafllw,

tnr no earner than January 1£. 2008 end no
i*(»f ihen Jarruiry 31, 2008.

Tne CHy nf Banacrfi nM«rv*« tfm ri|}hi la d»*ar
acc&otancs is< any WOPDU' fw a pviod nol to
e*Csed thirty {30) day* (fter me dj*t* propowils
flr B reeftlved and no pr oposai may be wrtfWr»wn
during this period, Th« Clly at flen*on &l*o

vea tritt dgW 1-3 **jnd any V all bkto w«t
cotitrad a« H shitl deem to bo in

Attest; /si Glao P»d9fuon
City Clerk

Mayor

2M4-1C

STB Oockat h«. AtMt (9MB, No. 449X)
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANEKW KAIL.

SERVICE
BNSP RtAILWAV COMPANY (BNSP] QlvM

no\>« Stial wo» atwul Mwch 13,2007, n ir*»nda
10 II* witn Ihe Surface Transportation Board (in*
Board J, Wasfiinolon, DC, 20423, a nolic* ol «-
Cfnoiion under «»CT« 1152 Swt*»rtF--e)(«m«)l
AbandO'itiBriB petmrttinQ tn* abflndonnwnt of
iha O.S* mitos o îTjrilroad line b«twa«n EnginaHr'
ing Station 0 - 00 am3 Enginearlî  StaBor 28
+ 61, tiearAppielon in Swift CowntV. Mlnnfl&olfl-
Th* rail line ir*von»s IhrounH united

will oe docheiad as STB Oixtot No. «e-6 (Sup.
NC., wax),

The Board's Secl'on o( En

). With will nonnaHy
be aw» ̂ b B 2S atyit Bfl«r UHJ Wing
of exvnnption. Conwt^ftntJi oft

li Oayj jfter the £A rjecoirm avaimm* (o I!M
pwDllC-a^d will b* addmnaed irt a Baar^ tJeCisjon.
imipresifld persons may obtain a copy ol (He EA
o' make inctuirieB regard ino environmental mat-
lars rj¥ wiling to thg Saclfor' of e"v*tafMTwnW
Analysifi (SSAJ. Surface TrBrroportalion Board,
Wasninatoft. DC 2W23 or ey calling trial office
8V2C12-S66-1S46.

Appropfiais offers of financial Assistance to
conlioue rail servjc* can b» Fiiafl with the floard.
Requests !or envkonrnantal cond'l'rotis, public
ufie Condilions, or rail OSnhfng/tr^ll* uea »ISo
Cdn be filed with me Bcnrd. An origin*! and
10 cooi«* of any pleading Ihal rais«s msttars
o;n*i than anvifonmentai i»tuea («uc)i 90 traii»
use. uubi'ic use, and off&rg of flrianxial flislfr-
lancej must ba fjina OirucUy wUti t»ie BiXird's
Orr<c« of tn* S«cral«ry, tflZ5 K Street N W.
Wathw^ton. DC 204^i-0001 [Se« 49 CFR
H0a,l(a) ano 1104.3JS)), and on* c»py must
OB served an applftjtnt e raprawniau^ [S»e
48 CPR 1*04.1^8)],, QufiBBwis rngafdinB ot-
rera i>( finanrial i&tujianoa, public UHI. or trail 6
usa may [i« direetea to lite Board's Office ol

- -
2. CopmB of S"y comm»n(9 DC raaurata 'Of

should b* s&rv»a on Ihfl Bpotica fit's
: Sidney I, Strickland. Jr.. SWrvey
Asspcifliefl, PL.LC.30SOK Street

N.W., Suite 101. WaBhlnflton, OC. 2QCH5T-S1Q8,

,, , J.rtllltt *f«HJj£ OINff I'*

TOWNSHIP OF CAMP LAKE [ 122) RANGE (38
Louise Feny elal - comm at a pi on the N line
Temya Lamb & Mfllanie Sorunson - jH SE 1/4 ol SE
Toiiva Lamb «. Wfriania Sor»h«w\ • PT SE 1*7 rf SI
LouiM F«r»y alttl • NE IM-NE1/4
Louise Ferry »lot - fJWi/4 of NW1/4
Ouana John Bafcif Jr.' ^ PT NE1/4 of NF 1/4

CASHEt, TOWNSHIP
Jaronvt A. Schflfor - PI ME

O.QNTARF TOWNSHIP 1212 RANGE 40
UaUe A and Kfltnryn D Coff - SE W
LsBlifl A «ntt Kmrio"> 0, Ootf • WV2 o* N61M3
Mlcnsel Stiaran wlat - 9£1'4

TOWNSHIP OF DUBLIN 13> RANGE 3B
James D and DlanuB J. Marquantt • Pi SWT>4 of S

Jaronw and Pamela Setiafer - S1/2 of SE1/4
TOWNSHIP OF EDISON 120 RANGE 42

J»in»s A. Vandtiweyel - PT NE 1/4 t>ig at th« MW
Mark Sachs - Pt SW 1/4 of SW1/4
Ratw* C. Moa. 4(- - Thai pt of Uw 3l/Z t)( Sac 20
Eric Jama» Cartoon - Thai pi of irw N1/2 of V«j SW
Email G. Soranften, Jr. • flag at a pi 1Q ch*ins

FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP 123 RANGE *2
Waiter Bs^erTrxist-SE V4
Wettw B*y9i Tt«« - 8W1» (Jl &W1M

MEOBERT TOWNSHIP 132 RANGE 43
Waiter R end Lorvlyn Es6i(
Dwinlj >nd Darw Lehns -

• • NW1/4
RAMGg38

Jonn HOfflsr, Jr. - Pto* (tie S1/2 of the N6V4
M*tha9l Patfich Set>n«t • £1/3 of E1/2 erf NW1/4

SIX MILE GROVE TOWNSHIP 121 RANGE 40
David flftf BTIB • Pi N£ 1/4 of NE1/4
0«vidBw«(l6 • **( NEtM a! N£lM

i -All «i*[(ianoftn« Sl/2
L-PtSW1M«tS£1M

D«vM and -WaneRe 9«renG • All IW p< of tha N1 «-N 1/4
MJ(**»t Collins - W1/2-SWI/J
David and Jeenaiie serene - N1/2 o' 3R1/4
Mlch«lA. CollinB -&M20ISEl/4 of SE1/4
Mich»»l A. Co*!ln» -6VA-NWU4
Todtf and Jannifw Collins - SW1/4 of WW1/4
Todd Colllrn - SW1/4 of NW1/4
Rfcnard artd Mary Lou Jannton -

SWEWOOA TOWNSHIP 130 RANGE 40
Shoita ReinH« - Pi 31/2 of NEV*

TAftATOWNSHIP 122 RANGE 41
SHCiwalier Farms - Pt NW1/4 comm at NW to

TORNING TOWNSHIP 121 RANCE 39

Noren Bflnson LLC - Pi W1 /2 of NW1/4
Becky Mae Mfl« - Pf NW1I4 of MW1/4
Becky M«* Meal • P( W1/2 or N.W1« I
Triple T Pantis - PI «wi/4 o* NWI'*
Triple T farms - SWV4

WESTBANK TOWNSHIP !20 RANGE 41
-N1/2otNt«ofSWV4

i - Corom al SW cot of Sen 14
•-PlS6V4D'3Elf4

Lillian Hagen Barttt̂ ieimar - Pt SEW nf SEl/4

Lillian HagB/i earteihaimflr - Pt S£ 1/4 (rfSEi/4
Ull'mn Majon Banettiflimw - 61 »2 o' SWi/4

APPL6TON CITY ROBINSONS ADDITION
Pt tot* 1 Ihru 5

Pt tot 37 and 36
UB-Cer TTust - Pi to! 37 and 38
Gregory L and Gila A Robertson . N1/2 of lot 1 and W
Community RflnlaiABSI tnvent - Lfil IB blk 13
Shell* M. Peteisw • N 2& n ot S 60 H.
Virginte Holtand • Lai 10 bit 14

APPLETON CITV ROBINSON'S 4TH ADDITION
oarfl - .M 87 ft of lot* 7 7 innj 20
i-N5S'lotiM71hnj2t)

Mart* J Varitiriw«n - B&B 112H, W t>1NE cw
Krit Ann Halt*. LM 13(hfu IS Wk332

A* W ADDITION
Jwinrfiir urnflewd - pt Inii ID, 11 and Ubtk 1

H & D ADDITION
Robfll M Johnaon - Lls 1m 4m5aW 9 Wk I
Jamas arid Linda W4/mHbo - LI 4 6lK 3
Eid« Matottyde Satw - Lt 6 WK 3
Eida Mol&rcycie S*h)ti • Li 8 blk 3
Elflft Motorcycle Salos • 1,1 7 blk 3
Roge' and Donald Mo^Bon - S 50' ttt 2 and 3 Dlk 3
Konni L^iKt Robert Rtxtriguet-W1'2ofU4b* B
ChflUss A Ufsaft And - W <t5' ot \J» 3. 3, S and 7, Wh (
GaleQToi^*rson-t.t*13, 16 «nd l7ttH 14
Gall M Brahke . Us 14 and 16. glK 14
Gary Ounbar and Tricia Simpson Its 6 and 9 ttft 16
WitliBm J and Malania Sieoner -L,ls II and 14 Wh 16

PUseunv ADDITION
f A ana Jcrfl !S9ptun« »Pi blK e
PA £"V1 , l«Hi Mft-**» *-"^

24

13
24
33

1
13
IB

7
IK
20
32
32'

S
9

22
33
34

20
25

12
12
12
12
13
13
14
14

24
25
36

IT

2?

4
6

10
10
18
30

26

J4
34
3*
3d
35



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 CF,R.1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on February 21, 2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing
Environmental and Historic .Reports by first class mail to the following agencies:

Ms. Victoria Rutson
Chief, SEA
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

Minnesota DNR
Division of Lands and Minerals
Attn: Kathy Lewis
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4045

Robert J. Ricked
Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
StPaul, MN55155-I899

Scott Collins, Director
Swift County Environmental Services
1000 Industrial Drive
P.O. Box 288
Benson, MN 56215

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice
Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1854

Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
BMW Federal Building
One Federal Drive
Fort Snelling, IVTN 55111-4056

Robert J. Whiting
U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East
St. Paul, MN 55101 -1683

Marcia Sieckman
U.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office
626 E. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wl 53202-4617

Steve Colvin
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Robert Maydwett
National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Kenneth Westlake, Chief
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Building
Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcode:B-19J
Chicago, 1L 60604

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
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Swift County Board of County Commissioners
301 14lb Street North County Courthouse
Benson, MN 56215-1106

Lawrence Zdon
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.
St. Paul MN 55155-4194

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road North
Saint Paul, MN 55155

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building
50 Sherburne Avenue
St. Paul MN 55155

Roman A. Rdler, Clerk/Treasurer
City of AppLeton
323 West Schtieman Avenue
Appleton,MN 56208

Mike Johnson
Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Moban Avenue, Box 241
Benson, MN 56215

Skip Wright, Area Hydrologist
MN DNR Division of Waters
Box 457
Spicer,MN 56288

The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto, BNSF has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports.

Sidney ^/Strickland, Jr. '
Sidnj^Strickland and Associates, PLLp'''
3«5'b K. St. N.W.,
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN SW!FT COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 449X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSF' RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive
P.O. Box 96157
Fort Worth. TX 76161-0057

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
ELIZABETH E. WA1TE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND A.ND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

slor BNSF Kcnlway Company

DATED: February- 21,2007
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN SWIFT COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 449X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 C.FJL 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105,7 and § 1105.8, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF)

(referred to as "Applicant") hereby files Environmental and Historic Reports. These

Reports constitute Applicant's assessment of the environmental effects and historic effects

of abandonment of rail service on the involved rail line. Persons who review these

Reports are entitled to provide comments to the Surface Transportation Board (STB),

Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), 1925 K Street N.W., Suite 5CX)., Washington,

DC 20423, There is information in the Applicant's files to indicate that the rail line

covered by these Reports does not contain any federally granted rights-of-way.

See 49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(d). These Reports have been prepared in conjunction with the

prospective filing of a Notice of Exemption for abandonment of the involved rail line.

STB regulations provide that: the Notice of Exemption cannot be filed until at least 20

days alter these Reports are submitted.

AK-6 (Sub. No. U9X)



I
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7)

The following information is submitted to the STB by BNSF in accordance with

the Board's reporting requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1 105.7 for the purpose of

assisting the Board's preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSFs Notice

of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54 miles of railroad line between

Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 -f 61 . near Appleton in Swift

County, Minnesota (the "Line").

(V) J*E!Hy]̂  Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action,
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF seeks to abandon this Line. The proposed abandonment may

include the removal of the rails and ties, including any bridges., structures and

crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent contractors. The

winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal parts of the

track structure. Next the wooden lies will be removed and separated into second

hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an

appropriate site). The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures wilt be

removed last. Culverts and 1he rail line embankment will stay intact so as not to

alter the prevailing \vaterflows along the line. Any bridge pilings will be pulled

out., cut off at ground level or broken off at or below the mud line. Steel bridges

will be dismantled and removed. If there are concrete abutments or piers

involved, they may be left intact BNSF salvage contractors are required not to
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place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.

Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right-of-

way. When the salvage process is complete, water-flows in the area will not be

disrupted. In this instance., there is one (I) bridge on the Line and BNSF is not

aware of any other structures. A map of the Line is attached as Exhibit A,

(2) Transportation System: Describe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on existing transportation

systems or patterns as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two

years and there is no overhead traffic to he rerouted.

(3) Land Use:
(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies

and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe
any inconsistencies.

The proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent with local or

regional land use plans. The Minnesota Department of Transportation

("MnDOT") indicates it has discussed the abandonment with several government

officials from Swift County, City of Appleton, the Minnesota Department of

Natural Resources and the regional development coordinator. MnDOT further

indicates that no alternative public uses will be proposed. See Exhibit B, letter

dated September 8, 2006, from Robert R. Rickert, State Rail Bank Program

Manager, Minnesota Department of Transportation.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.
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The proposed abandonment should have no effect on prime agricultural

lands. The Natural Resources Conservation Service ("NRCS") indicates: "The

project sponsors are not USDA program benefit recipients, thus the wetland

conservation provisions of the 1985 Pood Security [A'jct, as amended are not

applicable. It should be noted, however, that actions by a non-USD A participant

third party (project sponsor) which impact agricultural wetlands owned or

operated by USDA participants, may jeopardize the owner/operators USDA ,

eligibility. If such impacts are anticipated, the owner/operator should contact the

county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to consider an application for a third

party exemption. Finally, if as a result of your proposal you are affecting

agricultural lands, and if any federal monies are involved, ii is a requirement that

a Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment be appropriately filed.

Since your project will not permanently affect agricultural land, this precludes the

need for further action on this project as required by the FPPA." See Exhibit C,

letter dated August 28, 2006, from William E. Lorenzen, Environmental

Review/Justice Coordinator, Natural Resources Conservation Service.

(iii) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9.

N/A

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10906 and
explain why.

The proposed abandonment should be suitable for alternative public use.

However, as indicated above, MnDOT indicates no alternative public uses will be

proposed. See Exhibit B, letter dated September 8, 2006, from Robert R. Rickert,
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State Rail Bank Program Manager, Minnesota Department of Transportation.

(4) Energy.!
(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy

resources.

'T'here are no known recoverable energy resources along the Line. There

has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years and there is no overhead

traffic to be rerouted.

(ri) Describe the eftect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

This abandonment wili not adversely ailed movement or recovery of

recyclable commodities as there has been no local traffic on the line for over two

years and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

This abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall

energy efficiency as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years

and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the
affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

There will be no diversions of traffic as there has been no local traffic on

the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(5) Air;
(i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
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segment of the line effected by the proposed., or

(B) Art increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The action svill not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds.

Moreover, the action will not involve an increase in truck traffic of more than

10% or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment as there has been no local

traffic on the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to be

rerouted.

(ii) If the proposed action affects a Class I or nonattainment area under
the Clean Air Act, and will result in cither:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail
construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or in a case
involving the reinslitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

The action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds.

Moreover, the proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of rail or truck

traffic as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years and there is

no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
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oxide and Freon) is contemplated., identify: the materials and quantity; the
frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone

depleting materials.

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more.

N/A

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed,

N/A

(7) Safety:
(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety

(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public

safety. There are two (2) public crossings and one (1) private crossing on the

Line. During salvage operations,, if any may be required, precautions will be

taken to ensure public safety, and contractors will be required to satisfy all

applicable health and safety laws and regulations,

(it) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materials.
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The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous

materials.

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

There is no known hazardous waste site or siles where there have been

known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way.

(8) Biological Resources:
(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS") states: "We have researched

our ownerships in the vicinity and determined we do not own any lands or

interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonment. We do not

have any concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonment." See Exhibit

D, letter dated August 24, 2006, from Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks

or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

The National Park Service ("Service") indicates: "We have reviewed this

project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and Water Conservation

Fund and Hie Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and find there are

none. Accordingly, we have no additional comments at this time." See Exhibit E,

letter dated October 2, 2006; from Robert Maydwell, Grants Management

Assistant, National Park Service.
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The Bureau of Land Management ("BLM") indicates: "A search of our

records shows there are no Federal lands administered by the Bureau of Land

Management along the railroad line. However, please be aware that some of the

original railroad grants were limited fee rights-of-way and may be subject to the

Railroad Right-of-Way Forfeiture and Abandonment Act of March 8,1922,

43 U.S.C. § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the National Trails System

Improvement Act of October 4, 1988, Public Law 100-470,

16 U.S.C. § 1248 (c) - (f)." See Exhibit F, letter dated August 28, 2006, from

Marcia Sieckman, Supervisor, Lands and Renewable Resources Team,

Milwaukee Field Office, Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States. BNSF

records indicate there are no Federal Land Grants involved in the proposed

abandonment,

(9) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials., state whether
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local
water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed exemption should be consistent with applicable Federal,

State and local water quality standards. "Hie Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

("MPCA") was notified by a letter dated August 18,2006. See Exhibit G. As of

the date of this report, the MPCA has not responded, BNSF will provide the

Board copies of any response it may receive.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year
flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

'Die proposed abandonment should not require a Section 404 permit. The
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ("CORPS") indicates it reviewed the project and

that because the abandonment and salvage operations are not anticipated to result

in the placement of dredged or fill material in any waterways, a Department of the

Army permit is not required, provided that no dredged or fill material is

discharged in any water of the United States, including wetlands. Finally, the

Corps notes that information pertaining to the 100-year floodplain can be obtained

by contacting the City of Appleton at (320) 289-1363. See Exhibit H, letter dated

September 5, 2006, from Robert J. Whiting. Chief, Army Corps of Engineers. As

indicated below, BNSF contacted the City of Appleton in preparing this Report.

The proposed abandonment should not affect any 100-year flood plains.

"Hie Minnesota Department of Natural Resources ("MDNR") indicates: "A

current FIRMette (FEMA flood map) of the site was attached to your August 18,

2006 letter. A portion of the proposed abandonment will extend into a floodplain.

Activities in this area will have to comply with floodplain ordinances

administered by the City of Appleton." See Exhibit I, electronic correspondence

dated October 5, 2006, from Steven Colvin, Environmental Review Supervisor,

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

BNSF contacted Roman Fidler of the City of Appleton. Mr. Fidler provided

copies of the Flood Plain Zoning for the City of Appleton, See Exhibit J,

electronic correspondence dated December 4, 2006, from Roman A. Fidler,

Clerk/Treasurer, City of Appleton.
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(in) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1 342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required).

A permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act should not be required

for the proposed action. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA")

indicates it consulted with the MDNR regarding Section 402 permits and the

MDNR indicates "work would not require permitting." The EPA further indicates

that MDNR also recommended contacting Mike Johnson with Swift County Parks

for information on local permits. As mentioned below, Mr. Johnson was

consulted in preparing these Reports.

The EPA adds that this abandonment involves a long trestle bridge over

the Pomme de Terre River, and recommends that precautions be taken in any

dismantling of the bridge. Specifically, the EPA recommends that all present and

former pilings be removed, not cut or broken off. The EPA also notes that the

river bank wetlands on both sides of the river are designated as a special flood

plain and recommends "removal of rail embankment fill material,1* and "planting

appropriate species consistent with adjacent areas."

Finally, the EPA recommends contacting the MPCA regarding Section

402 permitting. As indicated above, we contacted the MPCA in preparing these

Reports, See Exhibit K, letter dated January 16, 2007. from Kenneth A.

Westlake, Chief, U.S. EPA, Region 5.

As recommended, we contacted Mike Johnson of Swift County Parks.

Mr, Johnson indicates that the Pomme de Terre River is a public water and is

under the jurisdiction of the MDNR. Mr, Johnson further indicates that he
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contacted the MDNR regarding the abandonment. See Exhibit L, electronic

correspondence dated January 22, 2007, from Mike Johnson. As mentioned

above, BNSF also contacted the MDNR.

The MDNR indicates a Department of Natural Resources ("DNR") Public

Waters Permit is not required provided the original cross-section and bed

conditions are restored, and provided that the structure, is completely removed, is

not located on an officially designated trout stream, and does not function as a

water level control device. Finally, MDNR requests a copy of BNSFs bridge

removal and bank restoration plans. See Exhibit M, electronic correspondence

dated January 24, 2007, from Skip Wright, Area Hydrologist, Minnesota

Department of Natural Resources.

Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriate.

The project itself should mitigate the environmental effects of reinstating

active rail operations.

STB Docket AB-6 {Sub. No. 449X)



II
HISTORIC REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Applicants hereby submit the following information required by

49C.F.R. §H05.8(d):

(1) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or cm alternate map drawn to scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of
the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the
locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50
years old or older and are part of the proposed act ion;

The required topographic map is attached lo this Report as Exhibit A,

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of
the surrounding area,

The Appleton, Minnesota Trackage (Engineering Station 0 + 00 -

Engineering Station 28 + 61) is approximately 0.54 miles in length and is located

within the city limits of Appleton, Minnesota. In 2000, the City of Appleton had

a population of 2,871. The right-of-way crosses the Pomme de Terre River and

the adjacent land is generally flat. The right-of-way varies from 30 to 50 feet in

width. There are no federally granted rights-of-way involved.

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the
immediately surrounding area;

Photographs of one (1) bridge are attached as Exhibits NI-N4.

Bridge 21.2 is a railroad bridge in or near Appleton. It is near Milepost

21. This bridge is 235 feel Jong, 12 feet high, and is an open pile trestle

bridge with 14 foot panels.
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(4) The daie(s) of construction of the structure^), and the date(s) and extent of
any major alterations, to (he extent such information is known;

Bridge 21.2 was built in 1974. It is unknown whether or not there has

been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the. area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the
proposed action;

The right-of-way was acquired by the Great Northern Railway (GN)

between Ic)25 and 1948. The GN merged with other railroads to become part of

the Burlington Northern Railroad (BN) in 1970. BN and the Atchison Topeka

arid Santa Fe Railway merged in 1995 to become The Burlington Northern and

Santa Fc Railway Company. In 2005, The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe

Railway Company changed its name to BNSF Railway Company.

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure
that is found to be historic;

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment

may include alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or station

maps. Such documents are too large for practical reproduction in this

report, but can be furnished upon request., if they are available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and
whether there is a likelihood of archeologicai resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, ami the basis for
lhe.se opinions (including any consultations with the Slate Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);
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The Minnesota Historical Society ("MHS") indicates that the project has

been reviewed pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic

Preservation Officer by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the

Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 C.F.R. 800).

Based on available information., MHS concludes this project will not affect any

properties listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic

Places. See Exhibit N, letter dated November 17, 2006, from Britta L.

Bloomberg, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer., Minnesota Historical

Society.

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the
archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence
of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

There are no known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or

environmental conditions that might affect the areheological recovery of

resources and the surrounding terrain.

Respectfully submitted,

"ByTsHJNEY L. STRICKLAND, J^7

ELIZABETH E. WAITE /
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325
Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATED: February 21.2007
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Mlnnesota Department of Transportation

Office of Freight and Commercial Vehicle Operations
Mail Stop 420
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Tel: 651/215-6330
Fax:6517215-9684

September 8, 2006

Exhibit B

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland & Assoc's. PLLC
3050 K St. HW. Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB6 (Sub. No, 449X) BNSF Railway Co.- Abandonment
Exemption- in Swift County, MN

Dear Sir:

I have discussed this abandonment with several government officials from Swift
County, City of Applelon, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and
the regional development coordinator.

There was some thought given to a business that wishes to locale at ihe end of the
line, but they declined rail service.

Also, there was discussion about the potential for a trail, but egress/ingress across
an active rail corridor put that to an end.

Therefore, no alternative public uses will be proposed.

Sincerely,

Robert R. Rickert
Slate Rail Bank Program Manager
(651)215-5938

Cc: Keven Anderson- Mn/DOT District 4
Gregg Soupir- DNR Area Supervisor
Dawn Hegland-Upper Mn River Valley Regional Dev. Comm.
Gary Hendrick- Swift Co. Commissioner

An equal opportunity employer



United States Department of Agriculture Exhibit C

&NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 phone: <651 > 602-7900
St. Paul, MN 55101-1854 FAX; {651) 602-7914

August 28,2006
IN REPLY
REFER TO: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company- Abandonement

Exemption ..... in Swift County, MN

Sidney Strickland & Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W.. Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed the above referenced project. The
project sponsors are not USDA program benefit recipients,, thus the wetland conservation provisions of the
1985 Food Security act, as amended are not applicable. It should be noted, however, that actions by a non-
USDA participant third party (project sponsor) which impact agricultural wetlands owned or operated by
USDA participants, may jeopardize the owner/operators USDA eligibility. If such impacts are anticipated,
the owner/operator should contact the county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to consider an application
for a third party exemption.

The following agencies may have federal or state wetlands, floodplain delineation, cultural resources, water
quality., air quality or threatened and endangered species jurisdiction in the proposed project, and should be
consulted.

• Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) Clean Water Act
• US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) - Endangered Species Act
• Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) - Minnesota Wetlands Conservation Act
• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)
• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
• State Historic Preservation Officer/State Archaeologist (SHPO)

Finally, if as a result of your proposal you are affecting agricultural lands, and if any federal monies are
involved, it is a requirement that a Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment be appropriately
filed. Since your project will not permanently affect agricultural land, this precludes the need for further
action on this project as required by the FPPA. Our agency appreciates your thorough follow up on the
environmental review requirements of this project. We complement your sincere efforts to have complied
with all economic, social, and environmental review requirements when federal funds are part of project
financing.

Sincejejy,

WILLIAM E.LORENZEN
Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



OCT-03-2006 TUE 01:37 PM USFWS RE/CP FAX NO, 612713528b

Exhibit D

FWS/NWRS-R.E - General
Railroad Abandonments

August 24,2006

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St., N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed abandonment of 0.54 miles of
railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and. Engineering Station 2S + 61 near Appleton
in Swift County, Minnesota; STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 449X), BNSF Railway Company.

We have researched our ownerships in the vicinity and have determined we do not own any
lands or interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonment. We do not have
any concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonment.

Sincerely,

fs/ Patrick G. Carroll

Patrick G. Cairo]!
Senior Realty Officer
Division of Realty

bcc: Bloomington, M'N(ESFO)
ARD-ES (EC)

RB:JWest:jw:08-24-06:RRabandormicnt/Ex emption.doc



United States Department of the Interior f Jfc^r")
.__ ' SERVICE

National Park Service

Midwest Region „ u'K** I?
601 Riverfront Drive Exhibit E

Omaha Nebraska 68102-4226
650.2(MWR-P/G)

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr. OCT 2

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

This is in response to your August 18, 2006, request that the National Park Service
respond to STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub, No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Swift County, Minnesota.

We have reviewed this project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
find there are none. Accordingly, we have no additional comments at this time.

You may contact me at 402-661-1546 if you have questions or need more information.

Sincerely,

'filbert jVra'ydwell
"drams Management Assistant
Partnerships- Grants

TAKE PRIDE



Exhibit F

United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

%*H *-** 626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4617

IN REPLY REFER TO:
2000(036)

August 28, 2006

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Strickland:

This is in response to your letter of August 18, 2006, lo our office concerning the proposal by the
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) to abandon 0.54 miles of railroad
line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near Appleton in Swift
County, Minnesota.

A search of our records shows there are no Federal lands administered by the Bureau of Land
Management along the railroad line. However, please be aware that some of the original railroad
grants were limited fee rights-of-way and may be subject to the Railroad Right-of-Way Forfeiture
and Abandonment Act of March 8, 1922,43 U.S.C. § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the
National Trails System Improvement Act of October 4, 1988, Public Law 100-470, 16 U.S.C. §
1248(c)-(f).

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this proposal. Our office does not have
information on the location of wildlife refuges, state or national parks, state or national forests in
the immediate vicinity. You must contact the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service,
National Forest Service and State offices to obtain this information. If you require additional
information, please contact me at (414) 297-4402,

Sincerely,

Marcia Sieckman
Supervisor
Lands and Renewable Resources Team



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W,, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 IT * h i hi *

FAX: 202-672-5399 MHIDH

SIDNEY L snuacuwD, JR.
SIDNE Y.SratCKLAND@STRICKLANDF>Ll.C .COM

August 18, 2006

Lawrence Zdon
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.
St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company ~
Abandonment Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr Zdon:

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board
("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority in the above docket to abandon 0.54 miles
of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appteton in Swift County, Minnesota.

The proposed abandonment may require removal of bridges and structures and the removal
of track materials such as rails and ties hut the roadbed will be left intact. No placement of
dredge or fill material in any inland waterways is anticipated to result from abandonment
and/or salvage.

As part of the environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not this action will be
consistent with Federal, State or local water quality standards. Also, please state whether or
not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System ("NPDES") permits
are required as a result of the proposed abandonment. BNSF also needs to know if the
proposed abandonment will affect any 100-year floodplains. If so, please furnish 8'/2 by 11
black and white maps in the area of each designated floodplain if they are available.

For your reference, I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide this information to me by September 18, 2006. If you have any questions, do not
hesitate to contact me at (202) 338-1325.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

"?' / <t

Enclosure
SLS/eew

f f
Sidneyl.,. Strickland, Jr.

STB Doctet Wo. .-tff-rt (Slt& A'rt 449X)



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY Exhibit H
St. Paut District Corps of Engineers

190 Fifth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1683

SEP 0 5 2006

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Operations
Regulatory (2006-4875-TMV)

Mr. Sidney Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

We have reviewed information about the BNSF Railway Company project which
involves removing bridges and other structures in conjunction with the abandonment of a 0.54-
mile long segment of railroad near Appleton. The project is in the NW 1A of Section 14. T.
120N., R.43W., Swift County, Minnesota.

You have indicated that abandonment and salvage operations are not anticipated to result
in the placement of dredged or fill material in any waterways. Therefore, a Department of the
Army permit is not required to do this work, provided that no dredged or fill material is
discharged in any water of the United States, including wetlands.

This letter is valid only for the project referenced above. If any change in design,
location, or purpose is contemplated, contact this office to avoid doing work that may be in
violation of Federal law. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS CONFIRMATION LETTER DOES
NOT ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR STATE, LOCAL, OR OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS,
SUCH AS THOSE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES OR COUNTY.

The decision regarding this action is based on information found in the administrative
record which documents the District's decision-making process, the basis for the decision, and
the final decision.

Information pertaining to the 100-year floodplain can be obtained by contacting the City
of Appleton at (320) 289-1363. If you have any questions, contact Todd Vesperman in our St.
Paul District office at (651) 290-5358. In any correspondence or inquiries, please refer to the
Regulatory number shown above.

Sincerely.

/

Robert J. Whiting
Chief, Regulatory Branch

Pi intoii on fjfcTl Retyped Paper
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To : Hz. wajM ©stnc kja. ndp.t]c, corn
SubjectiFloodplain requests

Date:05-Oct-06 .10:42 AM
Attachments:

Move to Delet

Forward^

Inline Text
< Prev'r

STB Docket No. AB~6 (Sub, No. 446X) Beltrami County, MN
Both the City of Bernidji and the unincorporated portions of the county
do not have any mapped flood hazard areas. If you look at the first
page in the Community Status Book - at http://uvww.fema.gov/cis/MN.pdf
- you'll see an NSFHA under the map date for the county. That stands
for "no special flood hazard area."

STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub. No, 449X) Swift County, MN
A current FIRMette (FEMA flood map) of the site was attached to your
August 18, 2006 letter. A potion of the proposed abandonment will
extend into a floodplain. Activities in this area will have to comply
with floodplain ordinances administered by the City of Appleton.

Steven Colvin
Environmental Review Supervisor
DNR - Ecological Services
500 Lafayette Rd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025
(651)259-5082
(651) 297-1500 fax

htlp://mymaiJ.websitepros.com/Mail/MaiiView.cfm?Id=26329777&Nr=l&maxNT=22 10/5/2006
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENC
REGION 5

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590

JAN 1 6 2007 Exhibk

REPLY TO THE; ATTENTION OF:

B-19J
Sidney!.. Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street, N.W. Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: Comments on STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub, No. 449X): The Proposed Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railway Company Rail Abandonment in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Strickland:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Region 5 has received your
inquiry letter dated August 18, 2006 concerning the BNSF Railway Company proposed rail line
abandonment of 0.54 mile of track located in Appleton, in Swift County, Minnesota. This letter
of comment is provided tinder the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), (he Council on
Environmental Quality's NEPA Implementing Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), arid Section
309 of the Clean Air Act.

In response to your questions regarding Clean Water Act Section 402 National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDBS) permits, please consult the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MNPCA) on these and related permit issues. Their Customer Assistance Center is the
their preferred channel to be directed to the appropriate staff at 651-297-2274, at the website
www.pca.state.mn.us/water/permits/index.html or:

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520LaFayetteRoadN.
St. Paul, MN 55755-4194,

In checking with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDN'R), they indicated this,
work would not require their permitting, but said you should contact Mike Johnson, at

Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241
Benson, MN 56215

regarding local permits which might be necessary-

Most of ihis abandonment involves a long trestle bridge, which was built in the mid-
1970's to replace an earlier similar structure for crossing the Pomme de Terre River at that point.
The trestle's extensive wood pilings have been reinforced with steel [-beam pilings added on at
least the upstream side of the trestle. We understand from Chris Domeier, MDNR Appleton
Office, that pilings from the former structure, which were cut and hroken-off, are exposed
underwater and therefore pose a safety risk. Because this fast moving section of river is heavily
used for a variety of recreational activities, we recommend that all present and former pilings
should be removed, not cut or broken off, to avoid the possibility of future incidents.

Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (SO'ii PostcoriBumett



We also note that the riverbank wetlands on both sides of the river are designated as a
special flood plain. This section of river annually floods and ice flow pile-ups compound the
potential for extended damage. Therefore, we recommend that the two banks be returned to a
natural aesthetic and functional state by removal of rail embankment fill material to reestablish a
natural grading, followed by planting with appropriate species consistent with adjacent areas.

In keeping with the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, the final
disposition of crossties and pilings preserved with creosote should be buried in a non-hazardous
waste landfill unless otherwise permitted/required by the State of Minnesota. Materials such as
rail steel, electrical and signal housings, bridge work and associated structures to be removed
from this site should be recycled to the extent possible.

Other environmental resource information for this site is available at the U.S. EPA websites,
1) Envirofacts Data Warehouse, hj^.:^ww^e^^v/envjrcY, which includes capabilities of
mapping EPA database information on specified locations, making inquiries about selected topics,
and accessing EPA reports, and 2) Surf Your Watershed., http://www.epa.gov/surf/, which provides
maps locating and identifying watershed information. We encourage your use of these resources in
assessing this project's impacts and preparing your Surface Transportation Board (STB) report.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide scoping comments on this project. Should you
have further questions of us, please contact Norm West, of my staff, at (312)-3 53-5692 or by e-
mail at west.norman@cpa..j£oy. Please address all future rail line abandonment correspondence to
my attention at the above address, including our office mail code B-19J.

Sincerely, _ / ^*~ /

_____ :,.:.<?* - / ^

/

Kenneth A. Westlake, Chief
NHPA Implementation Section

cc: Victoria Rutson, Chief
Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K. Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20423

Chris Domeier
Fish and Wildlife Service
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Appleton Office
3715 Campground Road
Montevideo, MN 56265

Bruce Gerbig, Supervisor
Water Permits Program
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road, Box 32
St. Paul, MN 55155-4032

Mike Johnson
Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241
Benson, MN 56215
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[WebMaii]:WebMail

!||| Drafts

fill .Oefftterf. Items

(Ijiiiil Sent—"~r

Page 1 of 2

Exhibit M

Home Compose Address Book Options Logout : xa
(ian,thomas@:

Delete J i Delete permanently M°v<2 to D

?..-. Wng ht@tJ.tir. s t a te. rri n, u s >

Subject:Appteton Railroad Bridge Removal
Date:24-Jan-07 12:15 PM

Attachments:

Reply Reply All
Forward

In Line Text
J < Pn

Dear Mr. Thomas:

A DNR Public Waters Permit is not required provided you meet the
following criteria:

(1) the original cross-section and bed conditions
are restored insofar as practicable;

(2) the structure is completely removed including
any footings, abutments or pilings that obstruct navigation;

(3) the structure is not located on an officially
designated trout stream; and

(4) the structure does not function as a water
level control device.

Please send me a copy of your brigeremoval amnd bank restoration plans
so that I can certify a DNR permit is not needed. Thankyou for your
cooperation in protecting our irreplaceable water resources.

AddFoMer j

Edit Folder I

Search all folders

Search Inbox

Advanced Search

J3o_

Go

Sincerely,

Skip Wright
Area Hydrologist
(320)796*6272
skipwright@dnr.state.mn.us

http://myman.websiteprosxom/Mai1/ManView.cfm?Id==34609047&Ni=l&maxNr=17 1/24/2007
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Exhibit N

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

November 17, 2006

Mr. Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland & Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

RE: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment of .54 miles of railroad
Appleton, Swift County
SHPO Number: 2006-3035

Dear Mr. Strickland:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(36CFR800).

Based on available information, we conclude that no properties listed on or eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places will be affected by this project

Please contact our Compliance Section at (651) 296-5462 if you have any questions regarding our
review of this project.

Sincerely,

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.FJU105.7(c) and

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSI- X by and through its authorized representative. Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies thai on February 21, 2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing
'Environmental ami Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies;

Ms. Victoria Rutson
Chief, SKA
Surface Transportation Board
1925 1C Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

Minnesota DNR
Division of Lands and Minerals
AttnrKathy Lewis
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4045

Robert J. Rkkert
Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland &>u3cvard
St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Scot! Collins, Director
Swift County Em ironrnental Services
1000 Industrial Drive
P.O. Box 288
Benson, MN 56215

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice
Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600
Saint Paul. MN 55101-1854

Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer
U.S. fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
BHW Federal Building
One Federal Drive
Fort Snelling, MN 551 (1-4056

Robert J. Whiting
U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East
St. Paul, MN 55101-1683

Marcia Sieckman
U.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office
626 B. Wisconsin Ave.
Suite 200
Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617

Steve Calvin
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Kenneth Westlakc, Chief .
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Building
Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Matlcode: B-19J
Chicago, IL 60604

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

STB DffftM A'** AB-6 (Sitb. /Vo. 449JQ



Swift County Board of County Commissioners
301 14* Street North County Courthouse
Benson, MN 56215-U 06

Lawrence Zdon
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.
St. Paul, MN 55155-5194

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road North
Sainl Paul, MN 55155

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building
50 Sherburne Avenue
St. Paul. MN 55155

Roman A. Fidler, Clerk/Treasurer
City of Appleton
323 West Schlieman Avenue
Appleton, MN 56208

Mike Johnson
Swift County Parks., Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241
Benson, MN 56215

Skip Wright, Area Hydrologist
MN DNR Division of Waters
Box 457
Spicer, MN 56288

The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1 105.1 1 ) are attached hereto. BNSF has
consulted with al! appropriate agencies in preparing the reports.'

SidnejH^- Strickland, Jr. y
Sidney Strickland and Associates, RO..C
3050 K St. N.W., *
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007

STB Doctel No, AR-6 fSuk. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRlCKJJiND, JlL

February 21, 2007

Ms. Victoria Rutson
Chief, SEA
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Ms. Rutson:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on fi l ing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line1"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

Sincerely,

4K-«™«" »--:r *—~-•-• .__>

Jidneyl.,. Strieoi
Enclosure
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. A B-fi fSah. Na. 44VX)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR..

February 21, 2007

Robert J. Rickert
Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Re: STB Docket No. AB~6 (Sub. No. 449X) ff/VSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. RJckert:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on f i l ing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Stafiori 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line*1). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the informal ion that wil l form the
basis for the STB*s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contacl the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street N. W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No, 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for process ing-this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 301, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
1 / t-lr /// .

LTStMfamUr.' *" /'^'
losure

SLS/eew

STS Docket No. AB-6 (Sub, No, 449\J



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21,2007

Minnesota DNR
Division of Lands and Minerals
Attn: Kathy Lewis
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4045

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Ms, Lewis:

On or about March 13,2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on f i l ing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County., Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. 1 f any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. Jf there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sidney L Jstrickland, Jr.
Endostfre
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L SIIUCKLAND, JR.

February 21,2007

Scott Collins, Director
Swift County Environmental Services
1000 Industrial Drive
P.O. Box 288
Benson, MN 56215

/to STB Docket No. AB~6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSf Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Collins:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 -t- 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area,

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that wil l form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding, if any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or _
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

. Strickland, Jr.
Enclosure
SLS/eew

STK Docket Nv.AB-6 (Sub. No, 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY I- STRJCKLAND, JR.

February 21,2007

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1854

Re: STB Docket No. AB~6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Lorenzen:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0,54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental arid Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB*s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes arid regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. Jf there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

SidnevJrfrlJtrickland, Jr.
Enclosure
SLS/eew

STB Docttt No, A ti-6 (Sab. A'tt 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, Jit,

February 21,2007

Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
BHW Federal Building
One Federal Drive
Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Carroll:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with (he
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County., Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that wi l l form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K. Street, N.W..
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, arid refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental arid/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

^ TV J^^ / tf
- -....̂ fî ^S,/?,

Sidney-fcT Strickland, Jr. x
..Jiinclosure r
SLS/eew

STB Docket Na A B-6 (Sub No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR.

~ " February 21, 2007

Robert J. Whiting
U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East
St. Paul, MN 55101-1683

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption ~ in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr, Whiting:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSP') plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STBW) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review tlie information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe thai pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sidney 1
Enclosure
SLS/eew

STR Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE; 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR,

February 2 1,2007

Marcia Sieckman
U.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office
626 E, Wisconsin Ave,
Suite 200
Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Stth. No. 449X) ENS F Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, ACV

Dear Ms. Sieckman:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportatioa Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority lo abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line""). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposal action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB*s environmental review process, please contact ihe
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1 925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action., your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1 325 or by mail at Sidney-
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K. Street, N.W., Suite 1 01 , Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Strickland, Jr.
Enetosure
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Suit. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-51 08
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Steve Colvtn
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55 155-4040

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—A handonrnent
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr, Colvin:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 6 1 , near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environ mental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental arid historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information Is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1 545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007,

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

SLS/eew

STK Docket No. AB-6 fSak Na. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W.( SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Kenneth Westlake, Chief
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Building
Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcode:B~19J
Chicago, IL 60604

Re: STB Docket No. A8~6 (Suh. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, ]\fN

Dear Mr. Westlake;

On or about March 13,2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.5-1
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 -t- 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, IX: 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,,

..>/...<.,/
"Sidney C^Strickland, Jr.

SLS/eew

STB Docket No. A B-6 (Sub. No.



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY I- STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21,2007

Robert May dwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sab. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—A bandonmenl
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Maydwell:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone ai: (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Sidney IXStrickland, Jr.
En^k&ure
SUi/eew

STB DeckaKo. AB-6 (Sub, No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L, S'TOCKLANB.. JR.

February 21, 2007

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Alxindonment
Exemption in Swift County, MN

Dear Ms, Bloomberg:

On or about March 13,2007, BNSF Railway Company f 1BNSF') plans on filing with Uie
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0,54
miles of railroad fine between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental Mid Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub, No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N/W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

SidneyJx'Strickland, Jr
EincMsure
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. fta. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRJCK.IANIX JR.

~ February 21,2007

Swift County Board of County Commissioners
301 14* Street North County Courthouse
Benson, MN 56215-1106

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub, No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption ~ in Swift County, MN

Dear Sirs:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (UBNSF) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
mites of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 * 61, near
Appleton in Swift County., Minnesota (the '"Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action., your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,,

SidneyJU Strickland, Jr.
Erte4o"sure
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY ].„ STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21, 2007

Lawrence
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.
St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Comfjany—Abandonment
Exemption ~ in Swiff County, MN

Dear Mr. Ztlon:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company {"BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review proeess> please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub, No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely, t ^— < /"I

s. Strickland.. Jr,
Enclosure
SLS/ecw

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L, STRICKLAND, JR.,

"" ™ " ' "" February 21, 2007

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road Noith
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Re: STB Docket No. AB~6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Sir or Madam:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0,54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County., Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of .Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.-
Washington, DC 20-123-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 33S-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N. W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,/-;;

Strickland, Jr.
..---Enclosure

SLS/eew

STB Docket JV&. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE; 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21,2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re: STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub. No, 449X) BNSFRailway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County^ MN

Dear Sir or Madam:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K. Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation-

Si ncerely,

'S fdnentr ickiand, Jr.
Enclosure /
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AR~6 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY I... STRICKLANDJR.

" ' February 21,2007

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building
50 Sherburne Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55155

Re; STB Docket No. A8~6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Swift County, MN

Dear Sir or Madam:

On or about March 13,2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 •*• 61, near
Appleton in Swift Comity, Minnesota {the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X), Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the S'TB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland arid Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AK-6{Sul>. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY t... STRICKLAND, JR.

~ " February 21, 2007

Roman A. Fidler, Clerk/Treasurer
City ofAppleton
323 West Schfieman Avenue
Appkton, MN 56208

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sab, No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Fidler:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on tiling with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Nolice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 4 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line**). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic, effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for die STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect., if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X), Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing Jiiis action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail a1 Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely.,

Sidney!,. Strickland, Jr.
F^tlosure
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB4 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

,. STRICKLAND, JR.

^ ^ ^ February 21,2007

Mike Johnson
Swift County Parks, Drainage and Wetlands
1635 Hoban Avenue, Box 241
Benson, MN 56215

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) RNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption ~ in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Johnson:

On or about March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that wilt form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe 1hat pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

sf- .
"Sidney L^&trickland, Jr.
EasJesure
SLS/eew

STB DochttVa. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR.

February 21,2007

Skip Wright, AreaHydroIogist
MN DNR Division of Waters
Box 457
Spicer,MN 56288

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption ~ in Swift County, MN

Dear Mr. Wright:

On or alx>ut March 13, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0.54
miles of railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61, near
Appleton in Swift County, Minnesota (the "Line"). Attached are Environmental and Historic
Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as
well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

osure
SLS/eew

STB Dadta No. AB-6 (Sub. /Va 449X)


